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Weekly Update for August 12, 2022  
 

 

There’s No Place Like Home Days! 

 

As is tradition in the City of 

Independence, residents gathered 

the first weekend in August to 

celebrate Home Days.    

Despite the heat and humidity, 

families flocked to Elmwood Park 

last Friday and Saturday to enjoy 

live music, great food, carnival 

rides, a car show, and so much 

more.   

Lyn and I enjoyed the new parade 

route and tossing out candy, frisbees, and stress balls to the families lined up on Saturday 

morning.  The foam party and sprinklers inside the Family Fun Zone offered much 

needed relief from the August sun.  

The Kiwanis Beer and Wine Garden was very popular not only because they were serving 

adult beverages, but because there was plenty of shaded seating next to the pavilion.  

On Saturday night, there were plenty of “oohs” and “aahs” during the exceptional 
fireworks show.  

I want to thank the members of Council for their continued support of Home Days which 

has grown over the years but has always preserved its community spirit and charm.  

Also, my heartfelt appreciation to Community Services, the Recreation, Service, and Tech 

Service Departments, and our safety forces for their hard work, creative planning, and 

attention to detail in executing another memorable family event.  Also, to all the 

organizations and volunteers who took part this year – THANK YOU!  
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I invite residents to share their thoughts about Home Days 2022 and any ideas on how 

the city could improve Home Days 2023.  My team has already started working on next 

year’s event and welcomes everyone’s input be it complimentary or constructive criticism.  

Send your ideas and feedback to  CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  I look forward to 

hearing from you.  
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More photos and a list of Home Days raffle and grand prize winners can be found in the September 

edition of The Independence Post. 



 
 

Fire Department Promotion 

I was proud to swear in Joseph “JJ” 

Lecznar as the Fire Department’s 

newest lieutenant before this week’s 

Council meeting.   

Lt. Lecznar comes from a long line of 

firefighters. His grandfather was the 

Fire Chief in Newburgh Heights, his 

father is a Seven Hills firefighter, and 

his uncle is a Parma firefighter.   

Around the fire station, he is known 

for always being positive and upbeat.  

 

JJ has been with the Independence Fire Department for more than 10 years and has 

worked as an officer in charge of his shift when needed for many years. Also, he has been 

an active member of the Southeast Emergency Response Team (SERT) Hazmat Team, 

currently serving as the team’s assistant director.  In 2020, he earned an associate degree 

in fire science from Columbia Southern University.   

JJ and wife Rachelle live in Independence.   

 

Local Documentarian 

Nathan Kuczmarski was recognized for 
being a double winner in this year’s C-
SPAN StudentCam documentary 
competition before this week’s Council 
meeting.   

His prize-winning documentary  Dream 
of Clean Water, tells the story of the 
Cuyahoga River fire of 1969 and how it 
started a national conversation about water 
pollution that eventually led to the 1972 
Clean Water Act.   

More than 3,000 students representing 41 

states, Washington, D.C., South Korea, and 

Morocco, participated in this year’s  

(L-R) Mayor Gregory Kurtz, Lt. JJ Lecznar, Rachelle 
Lecznar, Fire Chief Steve Rega, Asst. Fire Chief Jim Wheeler 
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competition.  Students were asked to create a short video exploring a federal policy or 

program that affects them or their community.  

Nathan is the son of Carolyn and Rick Kuczmarski.  He attended Independence Middle 

School, St. Michael Catholic School, and is a 2022 graduate of St. Ignatius High School 

where he received the Jesuits Schools Network Special Recognition.  

He plans to study film production at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles and 

hopes to one day make a feature length documentary that has a positive impact on the 

world. 

 

Outstanding Athlete 

I was proud to recognize eleven-year-

old A. J. Bechlem, for his exceptional 

athletic abilities and fine academic 

achievements on Tuesday.  

Parents Jessie and Adam Bechlem 

and sisters Hannah and twins Peyton 

and Avery were proud to be part of the 

proclamation presentation. 

Bechlem began wrestling at the age of 

six and in March 2022 he won State 

Champion in the 71-pound division at 

the Ohio Athletic Committee Grade 

School Competition in Youngstown.   

 
Earlier this year he competed in the Tulsa Nationals Championship and is currently 

ranked fifth in the nation in his weight class.   

A.J. is not only respected as a fine athlete, but he also excels in the academic arena, 

baseball, and 5-K race competition. 

 

Middle Eastern Food Festival 

St. Maron Maronite Catholic Church is holding their annual food festival next Saturday 

and Sunday, August 20 & 21.  It is an opportunity for families to celebrate the 

beautiful aspects of Lebanese, Syrian, and American culture.  

 



 
 

 

They will be serving a variety of Middle Eastern 

cuisine including kabobs, hummus, tabouli, and 

more! There will be lots of music and performances 

by folk-dance groups.   

Saint Maron Church is located on 7800 Brookside 

Road and will be open Saturday, August 20 

from 12pm-10pm and Sunday, August 21 

from 12pm-7pm.  More details including the full 

menu can be found on our website.  
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Weekly Finance Review  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Review for 
August 12, 2022 here. 
 

 

 

 

 

Home Days 2022 T-Shirts Are Available at the Community Services desk at 

the Civic Center  

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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